
Geology Group Newsletter – February 2022 
 
My thanks this month is to Professor Gillian Foulger from Durham University whose subject was “Iceland - 
Alternative to Mantle Plume Model”. Gillian decided not to risk the very long journey and delivered the talk 
from Durham. The hybrid meeting worked pretty well with once again about the same numbers in hall and 
online. However, there is no doubt that the equipment available in the Cube is not ideal and detrimentally 
impacts the experience. It also involves a lot of extra work in setting up. We need to get back to normal 
meetings as soon as possible. 
 
Gillian’s talk was, as expected, a fascinating reminder of her side of the Plates v Plumes hypotheses and she 
clearly explained her frustration that the ‘community’ does not seem to be giving it proper recognition. 
After this first part, she then went on to describe the research work she has been undertaking on the 
tectonics of Iceland. This is work that totally changes the thinking on what is going on in that area. 
 
I’m pleased to say that Alan Gray has taken up my challenge to dig a bit deeper into the 2 hypotheses and 
try and help us understand where the research is going and which side of the debate we should support. He 
will give a lecture at our monthly meeting in October. 
 
Next in our programme, on 18th February, we will be welcoming Dr Richard Waller, Keele University, for the 
second time to talk about Permafrost. 
 
Zoom Charges 
As a reminder to those of you who have attended, or will attend, our monthly lectures via Zoom the charge 
is £2 per meeting. These payments should be paid into the Group’s bank account as has been explained by 
Robert Eveleigh.  This does not apply to any of the other Zoom meetings held by the Group. 
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
If you are interested in Quaternary Ice Ages, then use this link to learn more about an open Zoom lecture 
on 8th February. 
 
The Woolhope Club Geology Section has two talks coming up which members might wish to attend: 

• Friday 11 February 2022, Hereford Town Hall Council Chamber at 5.00-7.30:  “Pills, Politics and 
Protest: George Belas Greenough (1778-1865) and his geological map of 1820” by Prof. Hugh 
Torrens  

• Friday 11 March 2022, Hereford Town Hall Council Chamber at 5.00-7.30: “Plate Tectonics at 50: 
Not written in stone” by Dr. Keith James 

  
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 

• Recording of Part 2 of Professor Gillian Foulger’s talk 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

February 18 Lecture: Permafrost 2 

March 18 Lecture: Eruptions and Hazards of Ocean Island Volcanoes 

April 22 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics (Note change of week) 

 
 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://mailchi.mp/b2ea4d0beb04/tonights-talks-14525353
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/talks/


Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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